
“Not one more drop of blood in 

Bojayá” 
 

We receive with worry and outrage the news of threats against social leaders and confinements 

denounced by the inhabitants of 11 black communities and around 30 indigenous communities of 

the Bojayá municipality caused by the presence of men belonging to the AGC (Autodefensas 

Gaitanistas de Colombia) paramilitary group and the ELN (Ejército de Liberación Nacional). This 

is a grave situation coming in the midst of reiterated allegations and early warnings emitted in 

2019 by the civilian population, the Human Rights Ombudsman, civil society, and ethnic-territorial 

organizations to the government. 

 

It is important to remember that the phrase “Not another drop of blood in Bojayá” was the call of 

black, indigenous, and rural farmer communities during the 17th anniversary of the 2002 massacre 

between May and April where more than 90 people died. A call made into song after the women 

sung “Alabao por la paz” in support of the accords between the government and the FARC 

demanded, as they do every May 2 and in every public event in which they participate, guarantees 

for the non-repetition of war and armed violence in their territory.   

 

This call was reiterated in November 2019 when the community of Bojayá received the bodies of 

the victims of the massacre to bury them and give their souls rest after 17 years. In that moment 

the community spoke of the end of an incomplete grieving period, as the continued presence of 

paramilitary groups, military, and ELN, as well as interests vying for control of the territory are 

nothing more than the repetition of the conditions that gave way to what we now know as the 

“Massacre of Bojayá.” 

 

This is why, during the days of community grieving, we called on president Iván Duque to attend 

not only the most important solemn and collective ritual of his presidency, but the grave 

humanitarian crisis lived by indigenous and afro communities of the lower and middle Atrato river 

region. Nevertheless, he did not attend. The community in Bojayá recognized then and there that 

the fear and pain experienced at the vigil, wake, and ceremony for its dead was linked to the 

omission of the government in implementing, protecting, and making the Havana peace accords, 

viable, as well as its decision to not seek out a negotiations with the ELN.  

 

It is now inevitable to remember the chorus sung by the Pogue cantors years back at former 

president Santos: Chorus through and through/ we want peace/ and for these songs/ is why we are 

here/ Hey Mr. President/ come closer to us/ and with the other groups/ tell us what will happen 

(…).” This song reflects a profound understanding from the communities that peace is achieved 

through communal work and negotiations with the groups and interest that submerge this territory 



in a prolonged war—requiring a deep transformation of their relations with its communities, which 

are currently anchored in discrimination, exploitation, and extraction of natural, cultural, ancestral 

and economic resources.  

 

The current situation in the Bojayá municipality, aside from increasing its inhabitant’s uncertainty 

and fears of armed confrontations, massive displacements, more recruitment, threats, and murders, 

puts in question the government’s predominantly military response and intervention. Their 

response is unsurprising given that parts of the State have been unable to assume their 

responsibilities (the FARC assumed their responsibility in a public demonstration on December 6, 

2015) for a tragedy that put an end to the lives of so many men, women, and children of Bojayá. 

Once again, the State eludes its responsibilities for the violence that its communities have and 

continue to experience, severing the trust between communities and institutions that’s has been 

built during the past few years along with plans to repair the damage caused.  

 

Inadmissible is that 250 leaders were murdered last year and that 2020 begins with confinements, 

the risk of massive forced displacement, and death threats against Bojaya community leaders that’s 

in October 2016 fully supported the peace plebiscite. Inadmissible are the threats against Bojaya 

leaders Leyner Placios and Jose Adan Palacios because of their work in defense and protection of 

their territory and community. Inadmissible is that ethnic, territorial, and social organization see 

their capacity to denounce and to build a dignified life restricted because of the threat and 

occupation of armed actors.     

 

Inadmissible is that our communities see the possibility of autonomously transiting their Atrato 

river and its tributaries as a lost hope. Inadmissible is that girls and boys are once again threatened 

by recruitment, fear, and temptations coming from the power of weapons. Inadmissible is that 

cantors, musicians, weavers, and poets of land and river, are surrounded by weapons and fear—  

unprotected by the freedom to sing, weave, and build dignified lives. Inadmissible is how as a 

society we do not listen or learn from the proposals for territorial peace building emanating from 

the Atrato, its organizational processes, of the Quibdo Dioceses, and from the men and women 

that have emerged as expert leaders in resistance, dignity, and ethnic commitment to territorial 

peace building.   

 

Let this be another opportunity, despite the deterioration of the armed conflict in the country, to 

insist on the recognition of black and indigenous communities that from the Atrato continue to 

resist, propose agendas, paths, roads and opportunities for peace. We recognize and thank them 

for their trajectories of struggle and resistance, and we join them in their clamor and insistence for 

the government to make decisions and generates conditions so that these communities stop being 

subordinates to the State, the armed groups, and the distribution of resources in the country. This 

type of recognition towards multiple communities was discussed and enshrined in the Ethnic 

Chapter of the Peace Accord, which is why we demand its implementation.  



We reject solutions solely based on military intervention in the region. We reject threats against 

social leaders and demand that Iván Duque’s government provides integral and immediate 

attention that answers the petitions of the community in order to defend their territory. We join the 

demand of Bojayá communities: “No more repetition.” We demand security and non-repetition 

guarantees for black, indigenous and rural farmer communities, attention to the humanitarian 

crisis, return of negotiations with the ELN, and implementation of the Humanitarian Accord Now! 

for Chocó—created by the ethnic and social organizations of the region. To the armed groups we 

demand a cease-fire, no more mining of the territories and no more threat towards the population. 

We invite civil society not to be indifferent towards the situations that continue to put the 

communities’ lives under threat, preventing them from living in long-awaited peace. To national 

and international public opinion, we urge you to safeguard the rights and life of the communities 

in Bojayá, of the Atrato, and the Colombian pacific region. 

 

 

#NiUnaGotaMásDeSangreEnBojayá 

#NoMásRepeticiónBojayá 

#AlertaEnBojayá 

#BojayáSOS 

#Bojayá 

#ExigimosElCumplimientoDeLosAcuerdosDePaz 

#AcuerdoHumanitarioYa 

#LíderesSociales 
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Gloria Inés Restrepo 

Andrés Felipe Restrepo, fotógrafo y artista plástico 
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Matilde Londoño Ruiz 

Maria Betania Hernández (Venezuela) 

David Orrego 



Jose Guillermo Reyes Mesa 

Melissa Tamayo, Artista Corporación Acordes 

Lina Marcela Echeverri Arenas 

David Gonzalo Henao Alcaraz 
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Isabel Ruiz Meneses 

Maria Inés Ruiz de Londoño 
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Mateo Valderrama 
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Paula Díaz Sánchez 
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Leonidas Valencia, Corporaloteca UTCH, ASINCH 

Tania Pérez Bustos 
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Isabel Cristina Rodríguez, estudiante sociología UdeA 
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Carlos Rincón Campo, Director Endémica Studios 
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César Santoyo Santos 

Esmeralda Vargas 
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Salomón Echavarría Castro 

Pastor Alape 

Socorro Ramírez, Profesora Universidad Nacional 

Eduardo Díaz Uribe, exministro de Estado 
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Diana Sánchez, Asociación Minga 
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Luis Eduardo Celis, analista sobre el conflicto armado y sus perspectivas de superación. 
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Canadá 
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María del Pilar Marulanda, Ph.D Estudios sociales América Latina 
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Patricia Lara Salive, periodista y escritora 

Helen Campos Barbosa, Integrante del grupo de investigación Feminaria Musical - Brasil 

Arlene B. Tickner, profesora Universidad del Rosario 

Julio Hernán Correal, actor, director y autor teatral 

Helena Mallarino, Actriz 

Gustavo Triana y los concejales del Polo en Bogotá 

Álvaro Villarraga 

Peter Cousins 

Jenny Orjuela 

María Paula Saffon. Investigadora Instituto de Investigaciones Jurídicas, UNAM, México 

María Teresa Sierra, investigadora Centro de Investigaciones y Estudios Superiores en 
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Andrea Rodríguez 
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Maria Luisa Moreno Rodríguez 
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Grupo de Investigación Cultura Violencia y Territorio de la Universidad de Antioquia 

Semillero de Investigación Cultura Violencia y Territorio de la Universidad de Antioquia 

Observatorio de Seguridad Humana de Medellín 



Corporación Jurídica Libertad 

Humanidad Vigente Corporación Jurídica 

Corporación Colectivo Poder Mestizo, Montería 

Asociación Francia América Latina 

Comité Bordeaux – Gironde (FAL 33) 

Fundación Sol y Tierra, Popayán. 

Departamento de Sociología de la Universidad de Antioquia 

Movimiento de Liberación Nacional, México 

Nuevo País, México 

Laboratorio de Medios Audiovisuales, Universidad Autónoma de la Ciudad de México 

Fundación Prolongar, Bogotá 

Consejo Comunitario Cuenca Río Timba Marilopez, Cauca 

Colectivo por la Paz en Colombia desde México, ColPaz 

Migración Unidos/Costa Rica 

Ecos de Colombia Migración y Refugio/ Costa Rica 

Colectiva de Mujeres Refugiadas/Costa Rica 

TierrActiva Colombia 

Corporación de Estudios Sociales y Culturales de la Memoria - CESYCME 

Caravana Artivista 

Representación de las Víctimas en el exterior a la Mesa Nacional de Víctimas 

Foro Internacional de Víctimas del Conflicto Colombiano - Capítulo Venezuela. 

Liga Mexicana por la Defensa de los Derechos Humanos - LIMEDDH AC 

Proyecto Prácticas Artísticas Corporales en procesos de Memoria, Reconciliación y Paz de la 

Universidad de Antioquia. 

Fundación Casa Tumac 

Asociación de Seglares Claretianos 

Fundación Hasta Encontrarlos 

Coordinación Colombia Europa Estados Unidos 

Asociación Campesina de Puerto Asís 

Comité de Solidaridad con los Presos Políticos – Seccional Antioquia 

Fundación Nidia Erika Bautista 

Comité Permanente para la Defensa de los Derechos Humanos 

SINTRAEMDES 

Asociación Campesina del Norte de Antioquia 

Instituto Popular de Capacitación 

Asociación de Familiares de Detenidos y Desaparecidos, Medellín 

Asociación Campesina del Bajo Cauca 

Colectivo ANSUR 

Asociación Campesina de Antioquia 

Corporación de Derechos Humanos Gustavo Marulanda 

Corporación Compromiso 

Centro de Cultura Popular José Antonio Galán 

Corporación Cultural para el Desarrollo Arlequín y los Juglares 
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Grupo Interdisciplinario por los Derechos Humanos 

Comisión de DDHH del Congreso de los Pueblos 

Centro de Atención Psicosocial -CAPS 

Corporación Claretiana Norman Pérez Bello 

Comunidades de Fe Teusaquillo Territorio de Paz 

Colectivo El Ojo de la Aguja 
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Grito de Brujas Colectivo 
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Campaña Gráfica Resistimos A La Guerra 
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Gómez 
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Actuar Familiares contra la Tortura, AFT 

Centro de Derechos Humanos Coordinadora 28 de Mayo, A.C. CDH C-28 M 
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Centro de Derechos Humanos de Base “Digna Ochoa”, A.C. CDHBDO 
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Marcus Vinicius de Oliveira da Silva 

Flávio José dos Passos 



Telma de Sousa Bemerguy 

Maria Isabel Cabral da Silva 

Alberto Abad (México) 
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Fundación Teatro Varasanta - Obra “Kilele” 
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